
 
 
 

 

Membership Pack 
 
Welcome 
 

Welcome to the Eastbourne Explorer Scout Unit.  This document will not tell you everything there is to 
know about Explorer Scouting but hopefully will give you a little background in to how we intend our 
unit to run.  
 

We are one of three Explorer Scout Units in Darlington and are based at the Darlington Christian 
Fellowship Centre on Yarm Road.  We meet on a Monday night, typically from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. 
However, this meeting time is subject to change depending on the evening’s activity. Any changes will 
be communicated in advance by the leaders. 
 

The Unit is self-financing but we are fortunate enough to be part of a wider District Team. We also 
share equipment with other Scout groups as and when required. The unit reports directly to the District 
Commissioner and District Explorer Scout Commissioner, who act as our Group Scout Leaders. 
 
Leaders 
 

The Explorer Scout Leaders are:  Aisha Starr, Danni Alpworth, Phil Evitt and Ross MacKenzie.  All 
Leaders can be contacted on the following email address: If at any point you feel the need to speak to 
someone in person then please call Aisha. 
 

Email:  eastbourne.esu@gmail.com   Mobile:  07939986213 
        
Communications 
 

Almost all our communications are done via email and Facebook.  We actively encourage our Explorer 
Scouts to take on the responsibility of keeping up to date with what the unit is doing and we therefore 
ask for their personal email addresses.  This also allows us to better support them in organising our 
program.  We feel that this is important by enabling them to become more independent, however, we 
will always also include parents/guardians in emails directly to individual Explorers. 
 
Please use the following link to request to join the Facebook group.  There is also a District group which 
you will be automatically added to once you join the unit group. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/539759506797596/ 
 
You will find our programme both on OSM and as events in our Facebook page.  
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Programme 
 

For the main part our programme is based around outdoor activities with plenty of opportunity to learn 
useful practical skills, however, social activities are also a priority! We have planning sessions at the 
start of each term where the Explorers can have some input into the activities that make up their 
program. 
 

We are keen to encourage all our Explorers to achieve the top awards in our section of which there are 
three; Platinum, Diamond and the most prestigious of all the Queen Scout Award.  A more detailed 
description of each of these awards is enclosed.  These map almost exactly to the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze, Silver and Gold awards, i.e. if an Explorer Scout completes the Platinum Scout Award they will 
also have completed the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award. In order to qualify for the DofE awards you 
do need to register in advance, a form is included in this pack.  Some of you may have already started 
working towards your Bronze award at school and this can also be used towards your Chief Scout 
Platinum Award. 
 

Although these awards are optional we always encourage all of our Explorers to work towards them 
and all of our Leaders will provide help and guidance throughout. 
 
Uniform 
 

As you can see from the program and due to the limited space at our venue, a lot of our activities are 
not held at the Christian Fellowship Centre.  However, we have a Unit Night at the start of each term 
for program planning and to also catch up on progress towards awards.   
 
Explorer Scouts are expected to wear uniform on all nights held at the Christian Fellowship Centre.  If 
they are an ex-scout then Scout uniform is fine to begin with.  Once the Explorer Scout has decided to 
stay with the unit then a uniform (shirt and belt) can be purchased from: 
 

Darlington Scout Shop, Neasham Road   Open Mondays  6.30pm - 7.30pm 
OR 
Durham Scout Shop, Moorhouse    Open  Saturday  10am - 4pm 
         Wed   11am - 7pm 
 

Various companies advertise Explorer Scout uniforms on-line and they can also be found on e-bay.  
We will provide the neckerchief and badges. 
 

We also now have a District Explorer Scout Hoodies and T-shirts.  These are not a compulsory part 
of the uniform but do look great!  These can be purchased online and are delivered once a term. 
 
https://shopkeepeasy.com/darlington-explorer-
scouts?fbclid=IwAR1_tU3msZ3wasOIzsWfiFRW9I7ReMEElHsZIfFF6AdW1AJpnQSinxUsm4E 
 
  



Activity Consent 
 

As our program is planned in advance it is assumed that by allowing the Explorer Scout to attend you 
have given consent.  There is on occasion a requirement to have prior consent which will be requested.  
At the start of each new term we will ask all parents and guardians to re-confirm medical details etc. 
via My.Scout to ensure that all contact and medical information is up to date and correct. 
 
Membership & Capitation 
 

There is currently a fixed charge of £17 per month for 10 months for each Explorer Scout (commonly 
referred to as ‘subs’). This is normally paid at the start of month and is used to pay for the majority of 
the Monday night activities, subsidies award work, pays for room hire as well as minibus hire when we 
need it. 
 

The termly subs also includes the Scout Capitation Fee. This is an annual levy by the Scout Association 
national body to cover insurance for activities and national communications. 
 
Making Payments 
 

Online – Bank Transfer - We will continue to accept bank transfers directly into our account (shown 
below) Please the follow format as the reference and email the Leaders once you have done this. 
 

Bank Account Name:  Darlington & District Scouts 
Account Number:   91998131 
Sort Code:     52-30-18 
Ref:    A Smith EESU 
 

Payments by Cheque or Cash - The unit will continue to take payments by cheque and/or cash.  
Cheque’s should be made payable to “Darlington & District Scout Council” 
  
Gift Aid 
 

The unit is registered with the Gift Aid scheme.  You will need to complete the gift aid form on OSM 
once a year asking you to confirm that you are happy for us to claim back the tax on all subs you have 
paid throughout the previous tax year.  The Gift Aid refunds have been very useful to us in the last few 
years, subsidising more expensive activities and buying expensive expedition equipment. 
 
Personal Information 
 

All personal and sensitive information is kept in a secure database with Online Scout Manager.  If the 
Explorer was previously a Scout then their records will have been transferred to us from their previous 
group.  On registration with the unit you will receive an invitation to My.Scout which will enable you to 
update or enter all emergency contact and medical information.  You will be asked to check these 
details once a term and you can update the information whenever you decide.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you into our unit and hope that you make the most of the numerous 
opportunities being an Explorer Scout will give you. 


